
              

            

        

 

Standards adoptions occur frequently in education. In 2010, Florida’s State Board of Education 
adopted a new set of academic standards called the Common Core State Standards (CCSS). 
These standards will be fully implemented across K-12 classrooms in the 2014-15 school year.  

 

How are academic standards adopted in Florida? 

• Florida Statute states that the State Board of Education shall adopt and periodically review 
and revise the Sunshine State Standards. 

• Florida followed this process to adopt the Common Core State Standards as it was the 
same process used to adopt all previous Florida academic standards. 

• Florida’s Legislature does not adopt academic standards. 

• The federal government is not involved in the development or adoption of state academic 
standards. Florida’s adoption of the CCSS has been entirely voluntary, as it is for each state. 

 

Timeline for adopting the CCSS in Florida  

• November 2007 – Discussions around college and career ready standards began among 
state leaders at the Annual Policy Forum for the Council for Chief State School Officers. 

• September 2009 – Public comment opened on first draft of the standards. FDOE, in 
partnership with Florida PTA, convened a team of district educators, curriculum and 
assessment specialists, and other education representatives to review the standards and 
provide feedback. 

• January 2010 – Florida’s State Board of Education (SBOE) discussed the CCSS. The SBOE 
received monthly updates on the CCSS prior to adoption. 

• March 2010 – The second public draft of the CCSS was released.  

• June 2010 – The final version of the CCSS was publicly released. FDOE convened a state 
committee to determine if additional content (up to 15 percent) was needed to satisfy 
mathematics and English/Language Arts (ELA) requirements in Florida. 

• June 2010 – Florida’s SBOE announced that action on adopting the CCSS would be taken in 
July 2010. 

• July 2010 – The SBOE voted to adopt the CCSS as Florida’s academic standards.  

• Fall 2010 – FDOE’s state committee recommended no additions be made to the newly 
adopted ELA or mathematics standards.  
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What is the difference between Florida’s current standards and the CCSS? 

Florida’s academic standards were already strong under the Next Generation Sunshine State Standards.  
However, the Common Core State Standards enhance the focus and depth of our academic standards – 
without sacrificing our high expectations for students. 

As has been the practice with Florida’s previous standards, FDOE reviewed the CCSS for supplemental 
needs. 

There is a different in standards and curriculum. It is important to note that the CCSS only outline what 
content students need to learn; educators determine how to teach that content.  

 

How will the CCSS improve student achievement? 

• The CCSS are designed to ensure every student leaves high school prepared for college and the 
workforce. 

• The CCSS are clearer and deeper than previous academic standards. 

• The CCSS are actually more rigorous and focus on in-depth mastery of topics as opposed to 
previous standards that were characterized as “a mile wide but only an inch deep.” 

• They are more robust and reflect relevant knowledge and skills necessary after high school. 

• Students who show mastery of the knowledge and skills encompassed in the CCSS will have higher 
critical thinking skills, show better conceptual understanding and stronger applied learning 
experience. 

Implementation Timeline for Florida Students and Educators 

• The implementation of the CCSS began during the 2011-2012 school year with kindergarten 
classrooms, expanding to K-1 in 2012-2013, and K-2 in 2013-2014. Additionally, new literacy 
standards in grades 6-12 are currently being implemented.  

• The transition will be completed in all K-12 classrooms during the 2014-2015 school year and 
include an aligned assessment for grades 3-11. 

• Currently, Florida’s state assessment is the FCAT 2.0. Under the CCSS, a new state assessment will be 
developed for grades 3-11 which will be more rigorous and aligned to the CCSS standards. 

• FDOE will determine in June 2013 what assessment will be administered under the CCSS. Currently, 
Florida serves as the fiscal agent and a governing member of the Partnership for Assessment of 
Readiness for College and Career (PARCC) - one of two state assessment consortiums that are 
developing common state assessments for the CCSS. PARCC will be technology based and include a 
more rigorous format with less multiple choice questions.  

 

Learn more about Florida’s Common Core State Standards at http://www.fldoe.org/schools/ccc.asp. 
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